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What is “MAKE THE RIGHT REAL!”

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
launched the “Make the Right Real!” Campaign in October 2010 to accelerate the
ratification and implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD). To achieve the aim, the campaign encourages collaboration
among governments, organizations of persons with disabilities and other stakeholders
in advocacy, research and capacity-building activities. We invite you to join us in the
campaign. Let us Make the Right Real! for persons with disabilities!

For further details, please visit www.maketherightreal.net.
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Summary

The Celebration to “Make the Right Real”: Promotion of the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities in Myanmar was organized by the Government of Myanmar through
the Department of Social Welfare, the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement and the
Myanmar Independent Living Initiative (MILI) in collaboration with the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability
(APCD) and the Nippon Foundation (TNF) on 27 June 2012 in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

It was 7 December 2011 when the Government of Myanmar ratified the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). As the official ceremony of such milestone by the
Government of Myanmar, the first ever ceremony event on the rights of persons with disabilities
was designed and prepared by the Government of Myanmar in collaboration with local persons with
disabilities and international partners.

The ceremony was attended by more than 100 participants, including the Social Welfare Minister, some
vice ministers and other government officials, leaders with disabilities and other partners.

H.E. U Aung Kyi, Union Minister for the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement emphasized
in his welcome speech that the new “Rights of the Persons with Disabilities Law” is in the drafting
process, with specific objectives to refer to the rights of persons with disabilities.

The event was reported by the government TV program, international TV program as well as local
newspapers.
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Speeches

- Welcome speech
p Eﬁ by H.E. U AungKyi
_ Union Minister
Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

- Excellencies,

- Union Ministers and Deputy Ministers,

- Departmental Heads,

- Distinguished guests from the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific, the Asia-Pacific Development Centre on Disability, and the Nippon Foundation,

- Responsible Persons from the Myanmar Independent Living Initiative and Organizations for the
Persons with Disabilities,

- Invited Media,

- Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would like to extend my warmest welcome to all of you. | also wish you all good health and happiness
and to make more efforts for the betterment of the Persons with Disabilities.

Our Country Myanmar has already ratified to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities on 7th December 2011. With the deepest appreciation, the Asia and Pacific regional
organizations have created the “Make the Right Real” Campaign. For this purpose, | am very pleased and
do appreciate for their invaluable measure.

As we know, our world has reached to over 7 billion people. In this situation, 10% of our world population
are Persons with Disabilities and majority of them are living in the developing countries, facing with
difficulties and problems. As a matter of fact, the difficulties and problems are not because of their
impairments but because of several barriers around their environs.

Research findings are showing the direct impact of disability on the nation’s development. On the other
hand, the findings also reveal the interrelation between disability and poverty. At the beginning of the
21st Century, the issues of Disability and Persons with Disabilities are viewed with new perspectives.
At the meantime, the movements of Persons with Disabilities were also emerged. Due to the fear,
stigmatization, neglecting, and misunderstanding on Persons with Disabilities, they are left out from
our society and their rights are also denied. Now, the UN Agencies and International Communities are
paying more attention to the rights of Persons with Disabilities.

In order to achieve the sound recognition that the disability should be seen as the same human right
issue, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Person with Disabilities in its 61th assembly on 13 December 2006. Currently, out of the 193 United
Nations member countries, there are 153 countries have signed the Convention and 114 countries have
acceded to the Convention. Hence, it is my great pleasure as 80% of the members of United Nations
have acceded to the Convention during its five and half year term.
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Upholding the four cardinal virtues, we, Myanmar, are emphasizing on enhancing the eternal principles
of Justice, Liberty, and Equality more and more in the Union.

Consequently, the Constitution (2008) mentions the State shall care for the Persons with Disabilities.
In measuring the rehabilitation and development tasks for the Persons with disabilities, the Union is
working hands in hands with UN agencies, INGOs, NGOs, and well wishers.

In 2008, the basic survey on disability had conducted in 120 townships across the nation. The survey
shows that there are 2.32% of total population are Persons with Disabilities. Accordingly, the National
Plan of Action for Persons with Disabilities (2010-2012) is being implemented so as to develop the socio
economy of Persons with Disabilities, to reduce their poverty, to have their access in the public places,
and to participate in their community.

As the Member State of UN ESCAP and ASEAN, we are undertaking the ASEAN Decade for Persons
with Disabilities, Bali Declaration on the Enhancement of the Role and Participation of the Persons
with Disabilities in ASEAN Community, BIWAKO Millennium Framework, and BIWAKO plus Five in close
collaboration with regional countries.

Myanmar is now implementing 6 sectors for Persons with Disabilities across the nation such as
Enhancing Education Standard, Improving Vocational Trainings and Job Opportunities, Promoting Health
Care Service, Enhancing Reintegration into the Society, Upgrading Capacity Building and Morale, and
Providing Social Needs. In this situation, if we can make the concerted efforts harmoniously, the life
quality of Persons with Disabilities will surely be enhanced and pleasant.

Inclusive education can bring about the educational opportunities for the Children with Disabilities.
Nowadays, Children with Disabilities from various training schools who have completed their Basic Primary
Level Education through special education are now able to continue their education in respective Basic
Education Middle Schools and High Schools by keeping abreast with the Children without Disabilities.

Since 2006, Braille e-mail and Internet have been developed and utilized in the training school for
persons with visual impairments. Likewise, Myanmar Sign Language Dictionary and Myanmar Basic
Sign Language Conversation Book are also published for the persons with hearing impairments. In near
future, we will compile and publish the Hand Book for Myanmar Braille. Furthermore, we will also make
more efforts for publishing disability related books and literature.

In Myanmar, Department of Social Welfare under the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement
has now drafted the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities Law with four objectives which are 1) To
protect the rights of persons with disabilities; 2) To care for the persons with disabilities; 3) To enjoy
all human rights without discrimination on the basis of disability; 4) To enhance the socio economy of
persons with disabilities with full participation in the nation building tasks. Hence, it is very pleasant to
pass the great new that the drafted law will be soon adopted and taken into action.

In conclusion, as a State Party of the UN CRPD, we are really eager to make our utmost efforts for the
better life quality improvement of the Persons with Disabilities. On behalf of the Union Government
and the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, | would like to express our heartfelt thanks
to the internal and international organizations for the deepest appreciations towards the rehabilitation
services for the well-being of Persons with Disabilities.

Thank You.
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Welcome speech by H.E. U AungKyi in Myanmar language
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l‘ Statement

. s by Ms. Aiko Akiyama
Social Affairs Officer, Social Development Division
| United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Your Excellency,

U Aung Kyi, Minister, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement
Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

On behalf of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, known as
ESCAP, it is my honour to join you today.

We are very pleased that Myanmar is launching today the “Make the Right Real!” Campaign.

The Campaign was launched by ESCAP in October 2010 to accelerate the implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, commonly known as the CRPD, in the Asia-Pacific
region.

Myanmar ratified the CRPD on 7 December 2011 and is the twenty-third country in the ESCAP region to
do so.

We note the positive developments that are occurring in Myanmar, including the development of
a comprehensive disability rights law to harmonize domestic legislation with the CRPD. We are also
gratified to note that this process is being undertaken in close consultation with organizations of persons
with disabilities.

The presence of high-level multi-ministerial representatives today is also significant. It reflects your
country’s commitment to CRPD implementation. Disability issues, being cross-sectoral in nature, require
multi-ministerial action, as emphasized in the CRPD.

Further, your government and various organizations of persons with disabilities work have worked hand
in hand to organize this event. These are all very positive steps to engage persons with disabilities in
decision-making processes.

Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Asia-Pacific is the unique region which established the world’s first regional disability decade initiative.

In the first Decade, which spanned the period 1993 to 2002, we initiated a major policy push towards
a focus on the rights of persons with disabilities, breaking away from the medical model of disability,

where curing the impairment dominates the course of action regarding persons with disabilities.

And in the second Decade, which started in 2002 and will end of this year 2012, we reinforced the
change, yielding new strides in empowerment, legislation, policy, and institutional commitments.
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Through the past two Decades, we have laid the ground for a rights-based approach to disability-inclusive
development.

Yet, Excellencies, despite the progress, daunting issues still remain.

The region has an enormous population base. 650 million persons with disabilities are estimated to live
in the region. Large numbers of persons with disabilities live in poverty. And many do not have equitable
access to social and economic opportunities, which would enable them to unfold and maximize their
potential.

People of Asia -Pacific are 25 times more likely to be affected by natural disasters than those living in
Europe or North America, but disability perspectives are not sufficiently incorporated in disaster risk
reduction policies and measures.

There is a new demographic factor: a rapid increase in older persons, giving rise to complexities of old
age and disability, on a scale never before encountered in the world.

Mindful of such challenges, just last month in Bangkok, ESCAP member States proclaimed a new Asian
and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, from 2013 to 2022. Their intent is to accelerate the full
realization of the rights of persons with disabilities.

And four months from now, ESCAP will organize the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting in Incheon,
Republic of Korea, from 29 October to 2 November, to chart the course of the new Asian and Pacific
Decade of Persons with Disabilities.

The key outcome of the High-level Meeting will be a strategy that has 10 goals, referred to as the Incheon
Strategy. The Strategy will help guide policies and track progress in the new Decade.

ESCAP member States and civil society partners, including APCD, have been active in craftinga measurable,
achievable, disability-inclusive and rights-focused strategy that would also address the disability gaps of
the MDGs.

The new Decade underscores realization of rights of persons with disabilities and disability-inclusive
development. It will also have the Incheon Strategy which enables us to major the progress in quantitative

terms.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today’s launch of the “Make the Right Real!” Campaign is timely as it is occurring just before the launch
of the New Decade.

We would like to encourage high-level ministerial representation by the Government of Myanmar at the
Incheon High-level Intergovernmental Meeting.

One of the Lorf Buddha’s teachings is “Ata Hita Pra Hita” in Pali, pointing out the importance of both
pursuing one’s interest and serving the public interest.

In this same spirit, let us “Make the Right Real!” for all persons with disabilities.

Thank you.
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Statement by Aiko Akiyama in Myanmar language
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Opening Speech (

"y, by Mr. Akiie Ninomiya APCD
" Executive Director
Asia-Pacific Development Centre on Disability

Your Excellency U AungKyi, Union Minister, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Government Officers,

Representatives of Organizations of Persons with Disabilities

International NGOs

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Asia-Pacific Development Centre on Disability (APCD), | would like to express my sincere
congratulations for the ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) to the Union of Myanmar Government, Persons with Disabilities and Service Providers
on Disability and Development.

APCD has witnessed the effort of the Union of Myanmar Government to actively promote Disability and
Development for more than one decade. APCD has exchanged diplomatic documents to collaborate
with the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement to promote and implement the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific’s Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF)
towards inclusive, barrier-free and rights-based Society in Myanmar.

In the past, APCD has invited over 100 persons from Myanmar which included leaders with disabilities,
government officers and service providers for training for trainers in the following areas: Community-
based rehabilitation (CBR), Community-based Inclusive Development (CBID), Establishment of Self-
help Organizations and Management, Accessibility for the Built Environment, Information and
Communication Technology as well as Networking among Organizations of Persons with Disabilities.
As a result, Deaf Associations were formed in Mandalay and Yangon, the Myanmar unified sign
language and its dictionary have been developed; a Self-advocate Group of Persons with Intellectual
Disabilities, named UNITY has been organized as well as an autism community being established.
Mr. Nay Lin Soe, the President of Myanmar Independent Living Initiatives is the model of APCD ex-
trainee who organize this workshop with the Union Myanmar Government officers.

Ladies and Gentleman,

The ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, UNCRPD was
not a sudden event in Myanmar, since Myanmar Union Government has been promoting disability and
development for long time with collaboration with the Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and
Service Providers.

Since APCD has been keenly developing CBR and CBID in the Asia-Pacific region, the World Health
Organization and Asia and the Pacific CBR Network have agreed to set up an Asia-Pacific CBR Network
office at APCD.
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UNESCAP is planning to have a new decade, known as the Inchon Strategy from 2013-2022. Community
Base Rehabilitation is the one of most effective strategy to implement CRPD. APCD has conducted
Training for Trainers of CBR and CBID for the past 10 years. Some Ex-trainees have done outstanding
implementation of CBR such as the Independent Living Initiatives in Myanmar. Now the Nippon
Foundation is supporting to further develop IL project in Myanmar.

ASEAN has declared the ASEAN Decade of Persons with Disabilities from 2011-2020.

Knowing this, APCD is developing an ASEAN strategy for CBR and is sincerely hoping to develop CBR
model in Myanmar.

| believe that CBR in Myanmar can be one of the top priorities for poverty alleviation and community
empowerment to promote accessibility for health, education, livelihood, social security, culture and
sports.

Ladies and Gentleman,

Currently, APCD plans to develop “Disability Inclusive Business(DIB)” which will promote private sectors
to join inclusive, barrier-free market economy.DIB will increase business potential and the development
opportunities by/for/of Persons with Disabilities

In 2011, the World Health Organization and the World Bank estimated that 15% of the world population
is Persons with Disabilities. If you consider their families too, this would impact approximately 40% of
the population. Accessible market economy can meet the needs of customers representing 40% of the
population!

APCD does not regard Persons with Disabilities as subjects of charity or pity, but rather as a social
resource and expert on Disability and Development. For these reasons, APCD hopes to continue
developing further collaboration with Persons with Disabilities and Organizations of Persons with

Disabilities in Myanmar with the support of the Union of Myanmar Government.

Again, | would like to congratulate the Union of Myanmar Government and Organizations of Persons
with Disabilities for kindly organizing this epoch-making workshop on the UNCRPD.

Let’s make the “Right Real”!

Thank you.
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Opening Speech by Mr. Akiie Ninomiya in Myanmar language
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— 4 Remarks
= by Toshiro Mado
. Senior Manager ﬁﬁﬂgﬂ@

The Nippon Foundation

His Excellency Mr. Aung Kyi, Minister for the Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement.

Ms. Aiko Akiyama, UNESCAP, Mr. Akiie Ninomiya, APCD, Members of Myanmar Independent Living
Initiatives. Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

This is my great pleasure to attend this unique occasion to promote UN Convention on the Rights of
Person with Disabilities, CRPD, in Myanmar. | would like to congratulate all the stakeholders for your
tireless effort in making this great milestone happened.

As my understanding, CRPD is formulated to equalize opportunity for PWDs through better understand-
ing of their heterogeneous requirements. Heterogeneity is one of major characteristics of Republic of
the Union of Myanmar.

We, The Nippon Foundation, have been implementing wide range of activities through national and
international partners in Myanmar. One example is the collaboration with Myanmar Independent Living
Initiatives, MILI. MILI is now organizing series of young leader training programs to make a nationwide
network. The network will be able to identify the different needs from different areas. | am sure that
these young leaders will play a key role in making the right real. | would like to congratulate all the
member of MILI for your continuous effort in showing us the role we can play together.

In addition to the above, we, The Nippon Foundation, are also working closely with many other
institutes such as National Rehabilitation Hospital, University of Medical Technology, Department of
Traditional Medicine of the Ministry of Health, and Myanmar Medical Association to improve rural
health services for ethnic minority groups as well as to promote vocational and professional rehabili-
tation programs. The Government of Japan recently appointed our chairman Mr. Yohei Sasakawa as a
goodwill ambassador to improve welfare of ethnic minority groups in Myanmar.

CRPD is a process for every one of us to participate and contribute towards the realization of human
rights. The Nippon Foundation will continue to participate in this process to walk together till we reach

our common goal of social development.

Thank you very much.
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Remarks by Toshiro Mado in Myanmar language
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Program

Celebration to “Make the Right Real”:
Promotion of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Myanmar

Sky Palace Hotel & Café Flight
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

27 June 2012

09:30-10.00

Registration

10.00-11:00

Opening Ceremony

Welcome Speech by
- H.E. U AungKyi, Minister for the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

- Ms. Aiko Akiyama, Social Affairs Officer, United Nations Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the Pacific
- Mr. Akiie Ninomiya, Executive Director, Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability

- Mr. Toshiro Mado, Senior Manager, The Nippon Foundation

11.00-11.15

Pledge Board Signing
Gift Presentation
Photo Session

11.15-12.00

Snack and Tea Break
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Celebration to "Make the Right Real”:
Promotion of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Myanmar

Nay Pyi Taw 27 June 2012
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Nav Py Taw, 27 June—
“Inclusive education
programme has brought
education access to the
children with disabilities.
Children, who have
completed special
education and basic primary
education from respective
schools for the disabled, are
now pursuing education at
basic education middle,
high  schools and
universities concerned
'| shoulder to shoulder to
ordinary children. Since
2006, the schools for the
blind have got access to e-
mail and the internet and
Myanmar sign language
dictionary and Myanmar
sign language basic spoken
book have been published
for the deaf. Myanmar blind
language written patterns
book is also in the process of
compliment. Measures will
be taken to publish more
books for the disabled”, said
Union Minister U Aung Kyi
at the ceremony to honour
the real rights for the
disabled in connection with
the promotion of the
implementation of the
United Nations Convention
on Rights of Persons with
Disabilities jointly held by
the Ministry of Social
Welfare,  Relief and
Resettlement and Asia-
Pacific organizations at Sky
Palace Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw
Hotel Zom Jm:e—thts
moming.

The Union Mmlstcr
said the constitution
prescribes that the State has
to take care of the disabled.
The ministry is undertaking
rehabilitation and
development works for the
disabled in cooperation with
NGOs and UN agencies, and
international organizations,
INGOS and wellwishers.

it is

Bring genume nghts for the persons w1th dmabilitles

Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement U Aung Kyi
signing at ceremony to honour the real rights for the disabled related to
promoetion of implementation of UN Convention on the R;glu of Persons
with Disabilities.—MNA

Survey on basic
disability was made in 120
townships in 2008, which
revealed that the disabled
accounts for 2.32 per cent of
the population. So,
“national level work plan
for the disabled (2010-
2012)” is being
implemented to develop
socioeconomic status of the
disabled helping them curb
poverty, enjoy mobility and
equality in the society.

As Myanmar 1s a
member of Asia mﬂ‘l’aclﬂc
Regionaswellasof ASEAN,

ting regional
development plans for the
disabled in cooperation with |
the regional countries.

The Union minister said
the lives of disabled persons
will enjoy betterment if six
sectors such as education
standards, vocational
education and  job
opportunities, healthcare,
community, capability and
morale, and social
requiremems of disabled
persons in Mymmar were

‘and to improve their living

~development tasks. B

. Myanmaras itis

improved.

Healso said that“Rights
of Disabled Persons Law™
have been drafied and would
be submitted to the Hluttaw
to safeguard rights of
disabled persons in
Myanmar, to care them, to
ensure that they enjoy
fundamental human rights
with no discrimination on
the grounds of disabilities,

standards by letting them
participate in national

" He continued to say that
Myanmar will more and more

try to improve quality of life
of the disabled persons in

United Nations Convention
on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. He, on behalf of
the government and Social
Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Ministry, also
thanked regional
organizations and local/
foreign organizations which
recognized Myanmar’s
transparent stride for
disabled persons.

Ms Aiko Akiyama of | and guests.—MNA

United Nations Economic
Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP)  extended
greetings and Executive
Director of APCD Foundation
Mr Akiie Ninomiya and Mr
Toshishi of Nippon
Foundation delivered a
speech.

Union Minister U Aung

Kyi, Deputy Minister for

“Transport U Win Shein and

dignitaries present at the
mm&nbookof

Ofﬁcmls of APCD
Foundation presented gifts to

- Uni et ;
':W%MU

Nay Lin Soe of Myanmar
Independent Living
Initiative. :
The ceremony was
attended by Deputy Transport
Minister U Win Shein,
departmental heads, officials
of UNESCAP, Asia-Pacific
Development Center on
Disability, Nippon
Foundation, Myanmar-ILI
and disability organizations

Source: The New Light of Myanmar, 28 June 2012

23



Celebration to “Make the Right Real”
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Celebration to “Make the Right Real”
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Celebration to 'Make the Right Real":
me_{:tinn of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Myanmar
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Welcome Speech by the Union Minister for
the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement
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Singing Pledge Board by the Union Minister
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Celebration of the ratification of
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Presenting ‘Make the Right Real’ Pens and the Roll-up
to Organizers in Myanmar
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Accessible for Persons with disAbilities
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Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability
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