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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The “National Consultation Meeting on the Laws and Policies Related to Autism in Viet Nam” was held at the 
Army Guest House, Ha Noi, Viet Nam on 2 December 2014. The meeting was organized by the Ministry of 
Labour - Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA), the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD) and 
the Viet Nam Autism Network (VAN) with the support of the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) and the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

The meeting, participated by more than 70 individuals unanimously agreed for the adoption of the “Ha Hoi 
Recommendations” that called the Government of Viet Nam to particularly consider autism in developing 
the laws and regulations for persons with disabilities, and policies related to developmental disabilities. The 
recommendation also includes the involvement of individuals and organizations representing persons with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) in the process of developing and amending laws, policies and related legal 
documents, as well as the desire of the Viet Nam Autism Network (VAN) to become a social organization with 
full legal status. 

Participants
 • Representatives of the Ministry of Labour - Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA), the Ministry of Education      	
    and the Ministry of Health of Viet Nam

 • Representatives from the Viet Nam Federation on Disability

 • Parents from the Viet Nam Autism Network (VAN) and from its different clubs

 • Representatives of the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD) 

 • Representatives of United Nations agencies, local and international NGOs

 • Individuals  

Session 1: Opening
 • Ms. Ha Thi Minh Duc, Deputy Director General, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Labour 
- Invalids and Social Affairs, on behalf of H.E. Mr. Nguyen Trong Dam, Deputy Minister of Labour - Invalids and 
Social Affairs; Mr. Akiie Ninomiya, Executive Director, Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability; and  Ms. 
Dang Huynh Mai, Chairwoman of Viet Nam Federation on  Disability, delivered the opening speeches for the 
Meeting.

 • The opening speeches expressed deep concerns and solidarity with the parents having children with autism. 
The speakers cited the Workshop on the Road Map for the Establishment of the Viet Nam Autism Network 
(VAN) from 29 to 30 August 2013 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam as a crucial step in the recognition of this emerging group 
and in bringing autism into the mainstream of society.  The speakers mentioned their respective initiatives 
in support of VAN and the autism community in Viet Nam through policy advocacy, recognition of VAN as an 
association of autism and through technical guidance. Lastly, the speakers reiterated their commitment to 
VAN and to all persons with autism and their families in Viet Nam. 
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Session 2: International Policies and Laws Related to Autism
 • Recent Measures by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare for Persons with Developmental Disabilities 
in Japan by Mr. Masafumi Hizume, Senior Specialist for Persons with Developmental Disabilities, Department 
of Health and Welfare for Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Health, Labour and Social Welfare of Japan. 
Mr. Hizumi shared the history of the laws and policy making for persons with disabilities in Japan since the 
1950s. He also shared useful information and definition of developmental disabilities for parents of persons 
with autism and for policy makers. Based on studies conducted, the Government of Japan established 
comprehensive programs and support systems for persons with disabilities in Japan. 

 • Recent Measures by the Department of Social Welfare and Development for Persons with Autism in the 
Philippines by Mr. Ranilo Sorongon, Expert on Autism, APCD and Secretariat of ASEAN Autism Network (AAN). 
Mr. Sorongon mentioned some major laws on disability in the Philippines that serve as the legal basis for the 
creation of programs and services for Filipinos with disabilities. The laws are also the foundation for the 
active involvement and participation of persons with disabilities in all matters affecting them. Mr. Sorongon 
also shared Presidential Proclamation 711, the only autism-specific law at present in Southeast Asia, the law 
that mandates every third week of January in the Philippines as the Autism Consciousness Week. He strongly 
urged parents to actively participate as representatives of their children with autism in all matters affecting 
these children, and also serve as advocates of autism.

Session 3: Sharing Policies and Laws on Persons with Disabilities Including 
Autism and the Implementation in Viet Nam
 • Policies on People with Disability and Orientation to Autism by Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Toan, Deputy Director 
General of the Department of Social Protection, Ministry of Labour - Invalids and Social Affairs of Viet Nam. 
Mr. Toan shared studies and statistics on the status of persons with disabilities in Viet Nam as well as the 
implementation of policies for persons with disabilities. He stressed that all current laws and policies on 
persons with disabilities also apply to persons with autism. But in the current practice, the subsidies and 
support are determined and prioritized according to the level of disability rather than the category of 
disabilities. Mr. Toan mentioned his plan to give priority to children with disabilities in general, and children 
with autism in particular. 

 • Implementation of Laws and Policies on Autism in Viet Nam by Dr. Vu Song Ha, MD, Vice Director, Center 
for Creative Initiatives in Health and Population. Dr. Ha shared the study she conducted to determine the 
real situation on the enforcement of laws and policies for children with autism. The study revealed that the 
number of children with autism is increasing but there are no adequate statistics on the number and levels 
of autism. There is even a lack of a uniform checklist to diagnose and assess children that exhibit symptoms 
of autism. The services of assessment, diagnosis, intervention, treatment, education and care are very short 
term and weak. There is limited coordination among the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and 
Training  and Ministry of Labour - Invalids and Social Affairs (Welfare Bureau). Almost all expenses for children 
with autism, which is often very expensive, are shouldered by the family. Children with severe autism and 
poor families are at a very disadvantaged situation. They find it difficult to get access to any health services 
and public education. There are some children with severe autism who need to be provided with disability 
certification and social welfare allowance and other children with autism who also need specific policies and 
support but were not given adequate attention. Parents of children with autism are always worried about 
their child’s future and are hoping that appropriate policies to help their children will be available soon.
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Photos

Sharing technical inputs from international and domestic perspectives



47

Photos

Over 70 participants including persons with autism and their families
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Performances by persons with autism
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Adoption of Ha Noi Recommendations on Laws and Policies Related to Autism
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Discussion on Implementation of Laws and Policies Related to Autism in Viet Nam

Discussion on Ha Noi Recommendations on Laws and Policies Related to Autism



51

Discussion on Implementation of Laws and Policies Related to Autism in Viet Nam






