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ASEAN Autism Network

The ASEAN Autism Network (AAN) is a non-profit network established in Bangkok in 2010
through the initiative of the parents’ organizations of persons with autism in Southeast Asia,
in collaboration with the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD), with support
from the Association of Parents of Thai Persons with Autism, the Royal Thai Government
and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). The Network has brought an exciting
beginning to the ASEAN Autism community with initiative that will be an effective forum for
the ASEAN region at the national and sub-regional levels.

AAN serves as a platform for autism-related family support groups of each member country to
collaborate, cooperate, coordinate, and unite in developing a holistic curriculum exclusively
for autism that is local, affordable and accessible to ensure sustainability throughout the life-
span of persons with autism. APCD serves as its Secretariat.

APCD

Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability

The Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD) is a regional center on disability
and development established in Bangkok, Thailand as a legacy of the Asia and Pacific Decade
of Disabled Persons, 1993 — 2002, by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

APCD is managed by the Foundation of Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD
Foundation) under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.
APCD has been endorsed by ESCAP as a regional cooperative base for an inclusive society in
the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013 — 2022, through the Incheon
Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific.
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Association of Parents of Thai Persons with Autism

The Association of Parents of Thai Persons with Autism (AU-Thai) is recognized as a national
public organization for persons with autism and their parents by the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEP) and as a standard for persons with disability
organization and is guaranteed by the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.

It was established in 1995 by the clubs of autistic parents in the central part of Bangkok and
expanded to other provinces at the same time as they were trying to set the clubs as an
association. Mr. Chusak Jantayanont has been president since its inception in 1999. Currently,
there are parent clubs all over Thailand, and more than 50 provinces are members of the
association.

Autism Society Philippines

The Autism Society Philippines (ASP) is a national, non-profit organization dedicated to the
well-being of persons with autism spectrum disorder. The ASP is comprised of families,
teachers, therapists, institutions and other individuals whose lives have been touched by
autism and has been in the forefront of providing services to families affected with autism. It
has grown from the 11 mothers who bonded together for the causes of their children in 1989,
to 10,000 members, with 63 chapters all over the country (as of April 2013). We envision an
environment that empowers persons with autism spectrum disorder to become, to the best
of their potentials, self-reliant, productive and socially accepted members of the community.

With regards to the participatory way in developing the Guidebook, ASP would also like to
acknowledge its Laguna Chapter for providing inputs on its initial draft.
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