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APFHD in Brief 
The Asia-Pacific Federation of the Hard of Hearing and Deafened (APFHD) people 
is a regional network of formal and non-formal organizations of hard of hearing 
and deafened people in Asia and Pacific (AP) region.

APFHD provides a platform to unite voices of millions of people who are hard of 
hearing (HOH) and deafened, raise awareness and protect their rights in Asia 
and Pacific region.

APFHD Founded on March 2, 2012 at Bangkok Thailand by a group of 
representatives who are hard of hearing and deafened from Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Papua 
New Guinea, and Vietnam.

Vision
An inclusive society where rights and interest of persons who are hard of hearing 
and deafened in Asia-Pacific are ensured

Mission 
To serve as the independent network for issues relating to hard of hearing and 
deafened in the Asia-Pacific region

Objectives 
1) empower persons who are hard of hearing and deafened in the Asia-Pacific 
region for their  independent life with confidence;
2) support a formation and development of local self-help groups (SHGs) and 
self-help organizations (SHOs) in line with the vision and mission of APFHD;
3) facilitate and promote sub-regional and regional cooperation, and exchange  
information and knowledge among members of APFHD for effective networking 
locally and regionally; 
4) collaborate with grassroots disabled People’s organizations (DPOs) and 
other Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs), local and national governments, 
regional and international organizations, the United Nations agencies and other 
stakeholders to mainstream hard of hearing and deafened perspectives in the 
movement on disability and development;
5) facilitate scientific data collection on persons who are hard of hearing and 
deafened in Asia and the Pacific;
6) assist technology development, including assistive technologies, accessible 
information and communication technologies; and
7) promote accessible environment for persons who are hard of hearing and 
deafened at educational institutions and workplaces in the Asia-Pacific region.
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SUMMARY REPORT
 
For the first time in the history, the “Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on Hard of  
Hearing and Deafened” was organized jointly by Danishkadah (Pakistan), Center for  
Research and Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CED) (Vietnam), Asia-Pacific  
Development Center on Disability (APCD) and Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), at APCD Training Building from 29 February to 2 March 2012.

The aim of this workshop was to facilitate persons who are hard of hearing 
and deafened in Asia and the Pacific to found their own regional platform, with 
which can unite voices of millions of persons who are hard of hearing (HOH) and 
deafened, raise awareness and protect their rights in the Asia-Pacific region.

During the three-day workshop, participants who are hard of hearing and 
deafened from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, and Vietnam successfully founded 
the first ever regional network in Asia-Pacific named “Asia-Pacific Federation of 
Hard of Hearing and Deafened (APFHD)”.

The Workshop was conducted according to the following.

Day 1
* Exchanging information through the country reports on hard of hearing and  
deafened. 
* Making group discussions according to SWOT.
* Sharing information and knowledge on assistive technology including speech 
to text.

Day 2
* Developing the Constitution and action plan.

Day 3
* Electing the Executive Committee members
* Confirming the logo 
* Adopting the Bangkok Recommendations  on Hard of Hearing and Deafened 
in Asia and the Pacific
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Program
Day 1: 29 February (Wed) 2012

Starting our New Journey In-charge
08:30–09:00 Registration
09:00–10:15 Opening Ceremony

* Welcome Address by JICA
* Opening Remark by APCD
* Introduction of Participants by CED
* Objective of the Workshop by DK
* Group Photo

Mr. Bkom
Mr. Sano

10:15–10:30 Tea break 
Knowing Neighbors

10:30–12:00  Presentation 
* Situation of HOH / Deafened in your country
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal

Mr. Akram 
 

12:00–13:00 Lunch
13:00–14:30 Presentation (continued) 

* Situation of HOH / Deafened in your country
Pakistan, Philippines, PNG, Thailand, Vietnam 
* Situation of HOH / Deafened in Japan
by Mr. Seya (JICA short-term expert)

Mr. Akram 

14:30–14:45 Tea break

Why Regional Network? In-charge
14:45–15:15 Brainstorm

* Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, and Threat (SWOT)
Ms. Hanh 

15:15–16:15 Open Discussion
* SWOT
* Sustainability of regional platform

Ms. Hanh

16:15–17:00 Brainstorm
* Assistive technologies

Mr. Akram
Mr. Seya

Day 2: 1 March (Thu) 2012
Developing the Constitution In-charge

09:00–09:05 Recap
* Program of the day

One of the par-
ticipants

09:05–10:30 Constitution
* Approval of Draft Constitution (including name, logo, etc)
* Approval of Focal Point / Secretariat
* Formation of Election Committee
* Election of Officers

Mr. Akram
Mr. Seya
Mr. Ghulam

10:30 10:45 Tea break 
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Day 2: 1 March (Thu) 2012 (CONTINUED)
10:45–12:00 Constitution (continued)

* Approval of Draft Constitution (including name, logo, etc)
* Approval of Focal Point / Secretariat
* Formation of Election Committee
* Election of Officers

Mr. Akram
Mr. Seya
Mr. Ghulam 

12:00–13:00 Lunch
Making Action Plan In-charge

13:00–14:30 Facilitation 
* Where we are heading in next 2 years?
* Future plan 2012 – 2013

Mr. Maheshwar
Mr. Seya
Mr. Ghulam 

14:30–14:45 Tea break 
14:45–16:30 Facilitation (continued)

* Where we are heading in next 2 years?
* Future plan 2012 – 2013

Mr. Maheshwar
Mr. Seya
Mr. Ghulam 

Day 3: 2 March (Fri) 2012 
Regional Networking  & Collaboration In-charge

09:00–09:05 Recap One of the 
participants 

* Program of the day
09:05 – 09:45 Presentation Mr. Ghulam

* Implementation of UNCRPD in the Asia-Pacific region

in partnership with APCD and its affiliated DPOs
09:45 – 10:30 Exercise Mr. Bkom

* Social Media Mr. Akram
10:30 – 10:45 Tea break 

The Way Forward
10:45 – 11:15 Adaptation APFHD

*Constitution
*Action Plan
*Bangkok Recommendation

11:15 – 12:00 Closing Mr. Bkom
*Message from Delegates’ Representative Mr. Sano
* Guest Comment
* Achievement by <<APFHOHD>>
* Closing Message  by JICA
* Closing Remarks  by APCD
* Group Photo

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch
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participants & Resource persons
Participants
 

Bangladesh
	 Mr. Mohammad Ishaque Mia
	 Bangladesh Hard of Hearing Association

	 Mr. Mohammad Sharafat Ali
	 Centre for Disability in Development

Indonesia
	 Ms. Rachmita Maun Harahap
	S ehjira Deaf Foundation

	 Ms. Angkie Yudistia
	S ehjira Deaf Foundation

Lao PDR
	 Ms. Soutalynorasing Sisane
	L ao Disabled People’s Association

Mongolia
	 Ms. Tuya Mijiddorj
	E nerel-Peace Association of the Deaf

	 Ms. Dolgorsuren Tumurbars
	 Union Supporting Training Deaf Children and Youth

Myanmar
	 Mr. Kyaw Kyaw
	 Myanmar Deaf Community Development Association

	 Mr. Naing Linn
	 Myanmar Deaf Community Development Association

	 Ms. Pa Pa Wadi
	 Myanmar Professional Social Workers Association

Nepal
	 Mr. Maheshwar Ghimire
	 Association of Hard of Hearing and Deafened in Nepal

	 Ms. Nita Bhattrai 
	 Association of Hard of Hearing and Deafened in Nepal
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Pakistan
	 Mr. Muhammad Akram
	 Danishkadah

	 Mr. Jawad Ahmed
	S TEP

Philippines
	 Ms. Ma. Filomena C. Gaya
	 Filipino Deaf Women’s Health and Crisis Center, Inc.

	 Ms. Laurie Magbanua
	 Filipino Deaf Women’s Health and Crisis Center, Inc.

Papua New Guinea
	 Ms. Victoria Diresa Avei
	N ational Advisory Committee on Disability

Thailand
	 Mr. Yongyut Borisut
	N ational Associational of Deaf in Thailand

	 Mr. Witthayut Bunnag
	N ational Associational of Deaf in Thailand

	 Mr. Roong-Arun Wongkaewmul
	N ational Associational of Deaf in Thailand

Vietnam
	 Ms. Hanh Duong Phuong
	 Center for Research and Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

	 Ms. Nhan Nguyen Thi
	 Center for Research and Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Resource Persons

Japan
	 Mr. Seya Kazuhiko
	 Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA Short-term Expert)

Pakistan
	 Mr. Ghulam Nabi Nizamani
	 APCD Empowerment Café Chief Barista
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APFHD Executive Committee

President
	 Ms. Hanh Duong Phuong  	
	 Vietnam

Vice President
	 Ms. Victoria Diresa Avei	
	 Papua New Guinea

	 Ms. Rachmita Maun Harahap	
	 Indonesia

Secretary General
	 Mr. Muhammad Akram	
	 Pakistan

Treasurer
	 Mr. Maheshwar Ghimire	
	N epal
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Bangkok Recommendations  
on Hard of Hearing and Deafened in Asia and the Pacific

Bangkok Recommendations 
on Hard of Hearing and Deafened in Asia and the Pacific

The representatives who are hard of hearing and deafened from Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
Papua New Guinea, Thailand, and Vietnam in Asia and the Pacific, in total 24 
persons, participated in the Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on Hard of Hearing 
and Deafened from 29 February to 2 March, 2012 in Bangkok, Thailand.

We, the participants in the Workshop, thank the organizers, Danishkadah of 
Pakistan, Center for Research and Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
(CED) of Vietnam, the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD) and 
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), for supporting an idea of this 
new initiative by persons who are hard of hearing and deafened in the Asia-
Pacific region, as well as successful arrangements of the Workshop;

Appreciating the efforts by people concerning disability including governments 
in Asia and the Pacific in enhancing the quality of life of persons with disabilities 
and their families;

Also appreciating the efforts by governments in Asia and the Pacific to accelerate 
the ratification and implementation of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD);

Observing that self-help organizations of persons with disabilities have played an 
active role in making our society more inclusive in the Asian and Pacific Decade 
of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012;

Acknowledging that such regional networks as the Community-based 
Rehabilitation (CBR) Asia-Pacific Network, ASEAN Autism Network (AAN) and 
South Asian Disability Forum (SADF) have great impacts for the empowerment of 
persons with disabilities at the community, national and international level;

Recognizing that APCD has been playing a major role to facilitate and strengthen 
the movement on disability and development in the Asia-Pacific region, in 
partnership with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP), JICA and other partners;
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Supporting the proposed new “Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with 
Disabilities, 2013-2022” by the United Nations ESCAP to mainstream disability 
in the development agenda;

Mindful that, despite the above significant achievements, there still remains 
challenges to be addressed for the realization of the rights of persons who 
are hard of hearing and deafened in the Asia-Pacific region. These challenges 
include a lack of recognition of persons who are hard of hearing and deafened 
according to specific needs in their daily life; lack of access to information and 
communication including assistive devices for persons who are hard of hearing 
and deafened; less number of leaders who are hard of hearing and deafened in 
each community; no strong movement to set up self-help groups of persons who 
are hard of hearing and deafened in each country; 

Noting that there is a clear consensus to support the establishment of a regional 
platform for persons who are hard of hearing and deafened in the Asia-Pacific 
region;

Hereby unanimously recommend as follows:

1. An emphasis should be given to persons who are hard of hearing and deafened 
to enhance their recognition, taking into account different views on hearing 
impairment;

2. The newly established “Asia-Pacific Federation of the Hard of Hearing and 
Deafened (APFHD)” should be the key platform to promote the hard of hearing 
and deafened movement regionally in collaboration with APCD;

3. Hearing aids and other assistive devices should be provided in an affordable 
manner according to the basic needs of persons who are hard of hearing and 
deafened, regardless of the development stage of each country;

4. Further consideration should be given to information and communication 
accessibility including speech to text, Communication Access Real Time 
Translation (CART);

5. A sufficient system for data collection on hard of hearing and deafened should 
be developed and well managed at the country level in Asia and the Pacific; and

6. Attention should be paid to persons who are hard of hearing and deafened in 
the proposed new Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-
2022, to address the specific perspective on hard of hearing and deafened. 

7. Importance should be given to the formation and development of groups and 
organization of persons who are hard of hearing and deafened in countries where 
there is no such groups and organizations.

Presented and unanimously adopted
at the Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on Hard of Hearing and Deafened, 

2 March, 2012
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cOUNTRY PROFILE  

Bangladesh (1/3)
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Bangladesh (2/3)
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Bangladesh (3/3)
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indonesia (1/4)
 



14 15

indonesia (2/4)
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indonesia (3/4)
 



16 17

indonesia (4/4)
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LAO Pdr (1/2)
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Lao pdr (2/2)
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mongolia (1/2)
 



20 21

mongolia (2/2)
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nepal (1/3)
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Nepal (2/3)
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nepal (3/3)
 



24 25

pakistan (1/2)
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pakistan (2/2)
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papua new guinea (1/3)
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papua new guinea (2/3)
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papua new guinea (3/3)
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Philippines (1/2)
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Philippines (2/2)
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Vietnam (1/7)
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Vietnam (2/7)
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Vietnam (3/7)
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Vietnam (4/7)
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Vietnam (5/7)
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Vietnam (6/7)
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Vietnam (7/7)
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Ice-breaking Activities

Presentation about 
Assistive Technology

Presentation about 
Situation of Hard of Hearing in Japan

photos
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Sharing Experience 

Group Discussion about SWOT Analysis

Adaptation of Constitution
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Selection of Logo

Real-time Captioning in English,
Japanese and Thai

Group Photo of Participants
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